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Over 400 delegates from 80 countries attended the 7th World Summit on Arts and Culture. The Center for
Promotion of Intercultural Dialogue was represented by its President, Mr. Mihai Valentin Vladimirescu.

The 2016 Summit was held in Malta – a country situated in the heart of the Mediterranean, always found
at the crossroads, where cultures have been meeting and interacting throughout history. The Summit
explored changing perceptions of leadership and address a number of questions: What are the issues?
How are decisions being made, and by whom? How is leadership defined in different cultures? How can
governments and civil society collaborate? And where do we go from here?
The focus of the 2016 World Summit on Arts and Culture was on Cultural Leadership in the 21st Century.
The arts and culture can be considered to be at a crossroads – faced with many challenges and
opportunities at the global, national and local level such as: the impact of new technologies on the
production and distribution of cultural goods and services; threats to global security; new patterns of
migration; changing contexts at the national level including austerity measures and continuous requests
for reform; aspirations from artists and culture operators to extend their impact and outreach to other
sectors, while also struggling to guarantee freedom of expression and ensure cultural diversity.
Cultural leadership which understands and takes into account the changing realities of today’s world
becomes fundamental for ensuring that the arts and culture are seen as pillars of social development in
the 21st century. New models of cultural leadership are more important than ever as we work to affirm the
arts and culture as pillars of social development. At a time when the notion of participatory governance is
prevalent, no decision can be made without the involvement of multiple stakeholders, and the tradition of
top-down leadership is no longer the only model. Artists, networks, advocacy groups, and professional
organisations play an increasingly important role in engaging people, debating the issues, and proposing
solutions to the challenges of our times.
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